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The peculiarities of teaching humanitarian sciences in 

Friends University 
 
Friends University is a comprehensive, private, liberal arts university. It was 

originally founded in 1898 by the Society of Friends (better known as the Quakers). 
It exists to serve the people of Wichita, Kansas, surrounding regions and selected 
international communities by providing a high quality of undergraduate and 
graduate education that incorporates traditional liberal arts instruction and 
contemporary professional training. Friends University (FU) provides a high level 
of education. It’s the matter of fact that more than 94% of graduates are employed 
every year. Two years ago Friends University has been selected from among 1,441 
universities by Institutional Research and Evaluation to be featured in “The Student 
Guide to America’s 100 Best College Buys”. 

The main and very important peculiarity of educational process in Friends 
University is a high level of educators. Every day there are a lot of projects in 
classrooms. A teacher is not a helper; he is an instructor who tries to help you to use 
better your own resources in your research. He doesn’t show or order you what to 
do, but gives an opportunity to explore different topics yourself. You are not left on 
your own, but you are always free to change topic or even main goals of your 
research. Knowledge makes difference. There is no reason to study a lot of material 
without understanding how to use it in your future profession. In Friends University 
teachers help students to analyze what they want and to show them the easiest way 
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to reach their goals. It’s very important to have a professional teacher with his own 
decisions and experience. 

High levels of computer technology that are used in everyday classes give an 
opportunity to feel comfortable dealing with modern technologies after graduation. 
Computers are used at every class. All the papers will be passed only being typed. 
Every class demands a lot of information that can be taken only from Internet 
resources or databases. In the Speech class one of the requirements is to make 
computer presentations a part of visual aid. 

It’s one of the necessities for a teacher in Friends University to have 
communicational skills. Every day in every class there are a lot of students from 
various countries, different races, social, ethnic and religious groups. Teachers are 
responsible for organizing educational projects and collaborating with all their 
students. That’s why Speech class is so popular in this university. This course is 
designed to assist students in developing and improving basic communicational 
skills. This course includes exercises in speaking, listening, research and critical 
thinking that allows students to be able to participate successfully in academic and 
vocational pursuits. This course is very helpful for students with different majors 
and it helps a lot in organizational ideas. 

Many students are searching for a job during the academic year. Friends 
University provides a lot of job opportunities on campus. It is very helpful for 
students with different majors. Future educators can know better the organization of 
educational process working with famous educators in their offices or in schools. 
(Actually, students with educational majors have a great opportunity to challenge 
themselves during observations a part of every educational class. Students are not 
just observers, as schools encourage every student by giving him the best teachers 
to show and explain the specification of that very school). Students with Literature 
or Drama major can be helpful in Edmund Stanley Library working as librarian 
assistants. Library is also a good place for students and teachers to discuss 
interesting projects and ideas that came to mind during classes. Edmund Stanley 
Library employs some teachers of Writing and students who have the best credits in 
writing to Writing Center. This center can help students of different majors in 
writing resumes, statements of purpose and other papers, which are necessary for 
building their future career. Students and teachers help each other to organize 
different ideas and to improve writing skills. 
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 Different humanitarian classes have different aims, but they always make 
students to analyze different aspects of psychology, sociology, language and so on. 
Students feel themselves responsible for building their own career. That’s why a 
teacher plays different roles being an instructor and helper at the same time. Many 
group projects give a wonderful opportunity to challenge your communicative skills 
and ability to collaborate with others working at organizational projects taken from 
different areas of knowledge.  

The cycle of humanitarian classes is highly valued among the students because 
it gives a high level of training before starting to create your own a career. Students 
feel themselves a part of well-formed educational process. The future profession 
frustrates nobody. Maybe this feeling has made this university to be the one of the 
best in the USA. 
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