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I. Teaching Grammar 
 

Grammar Goals 
The goal of teaching grammar is to help our students speak with organized 

sentence structures. If our students learn proper speaking habits, this should 
help them become good communicators in the future. In my experience as a 
teacher, it seems to me that students are good at answering questions but 
struggle when it comes to asking questions. Have you ever had a conversation 
using only statements? I believe it is important for us to help our students 
become good QUESTIONERS. If we can help our students learn to ask ques-
tions, this opens the door of discovery and also makes communication a two-
way street. To have fun with grammar and to help students practice the lan-
guage in context, use communicative pair-work activities, games and various 
exercises.  

 
Contexts, prompts and methods used in grammar presentation in the 

language classroom: 
Model sentences for oral practice + picture  

e.g. The butcher’s got some meat. He hasn’t got any lamb.  
Dialogues 

e.g. A. I’d like some bacon, please.  
     B. I’m sorry, we haven’t got any.  

Situations 
e.g. I’m going to pack / take a bus to….. Robert O’Neill’s “English in 

Situations” See also the situations and conversations in Kernel Intermediate.  
Demonstration 

e.g. prepositions of place – I’m going to put the cassette tape into the cas-
sette player. 

Grammatical explanations 
e.g. “some” used when the quantity is definite for plural or uncountable” 

Diagrams 
 e.g. Time Line for Present Perfect v Past Simple 

a) Explanation of the grammar rules  
Try to explain grammar only in English, using comprehensible phrases 

and sentences – it won’t prevent, but help students increase their word stock 
at the expense of various grammar terms. Optimally available are the expla-
nations from “Grammar in Use” by R. Murphy. The list of approximate gram-
mar terms: 

 b) Functions of English Tenses 
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Our secondary school doesn’t provide for the functions of tenses in full 
scope. They know and sometimes use only some of them at best. The result is 
poor and in many cases erroneous speech. In Murphy’s “Grammar in Use” all 
the functions are given in an easy and understandable way. The only problem 
which the teacher may face is to systematize functions because sometimes 
they are scattered all over the book. The example below illustrates the list of 
functions in Present Continuous Tense. 

1. Something is happening at the time of speaking 
e.g. I’m studying now. 

 
2. Something is happening around the time of speaking 

e.g. Have you heard about Tom? He is building his house. 
3. When we talk about a period around the present 

e.g. today, this season etc. e.g. You’re working hard today. 
4. When we talk about changing situation 

 e.g. It’s getting cold. 
5. When we talk about temporary situation 

e.g. I’m living with my brother until I find a new flat. 
6. When we talk about what you have already arranged 

e.g. He is going to the cinema on Tuesday. 
7. Something is happening more often than usual 

e.g. He’s always losing his keys 
c) How to improve the knowledge of grammar tenses 

• It can be done via translation of the great amount of sentences.  
• It will be helpful to combine sentences taken from different tenses.  
• To pay students' attention to the formal indications of every tense. 
 Present Progressive: 
at the moment, now, just now, right now, for the moment, today, pres-

ently, at present, this morning, this season. 
Present Simple: 
Always, generally, occasionally, never, usually, normally, regularly, 

rarely, once a week, every year, every two weeks, often, once a while, from 

auxiliary verb, noun, to modify, definite (indefinite) article, adjective, 
possessive (demonstrative, interrogative, relative, negative, indefinite, con-
junctive) pronouns, numerals, modal verbs, indicative (imperative, sub-
junctive) mood, participle, passive voice, adverb, infinitive, gerund, degrees 
of comparison, object, attribute etc.  
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time to time, sometimes, twice a year, seldom, on a regular basis, every other 
month, frequently. 

Present Perfect: 
just, already, yet, ever, never, this morning (evening), recently. 
Present Perfect Progressive 
for, since, recently, how long. 
Future Indefinite 
Tomorrow, the day after tomorrow, probably, I'm sure, I expect, I think, I 

wonder. 
Past Simple 
Ago, last week, yesterday, the day before yesterday, when, in 1967. 
Past Perfect  
before, after, hardly. 
• Sometimes students can't translate the names of tenses which leads to 

misunderstanding of its essence. The name of the tense should be like 
a password for the student to understand the action which happens in 
this or that tense. 

• Warming up at the beginning of the lesson when students translate, 
explain, comment or correct each sentence. 
d) Some confusions students meet while learning grammar  

Planned and unplanned actions in the Present Continuous and Future Indefi-
nite,  
Gerund and Infinitive,  
Must and have to,  
Could and could have,  
Used to and to be used to doing something, 
Types of conditional sentences, 
Embedded questions, 
So and such as, 
Adjective + enough, and enough + noun – (rich enough, enough strength), 
Degrees of comparison, 
Word order, 
Countable and uncountable nouns, 
Although and though etc. 
Always which can be used in different tenses, 
Prior actions in the Past Perfect etc. 
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e) Learning irregular verbs 
It is reasonable to give students 5-10 verbs each lesson and it's desirable to 

give them the complete list and check them regularly in written, oral forms 
and while translating sentences. 

The teacher should also pay students' attention to those verbs which can 
be regular or irregular: 

infinitive  past simple/ past participle  infinitive  past simple/  
past participle  

burn burnt or burned  smell  smelt or smelled  
dream 
lean 
learn  

dreamt or dreamed 
leant or leaned 
learnt  or learned  

spell 
spill 
spoil  

spelt  or spelled 
spilt  or  spilled 
spoilt or spoiled  

So you can say: 
– I leant out of the window.    or    I leaned out of the window. 
– The dinner has been spoilt.   or    The dinner has been spoiled. In Brit-

ish English the irregular form (burnt/learnt etc.) is more usual. 
With some irregular verbs all three forms (infinitive, past simple and past 

participle) are the same. For example, hit: 
– Someone hit me as I came into the room, (past simple) 
– I've never hit anyone in my life, (past participle – present perfect) 
– George was hit on the head by a stone, (past participle – passive) 
With other irregular verbs the past simple is the same as the past participle 

(but different from the infinitive). For example, tell – told: 
– He told me to come back the next day. (past simple) 
– Have you told anyone about your new job? (past participle - present 

perfect) 
– I was told to come back the next day. (past participle – passive) f 
With other irregular verbs all three forms are different. For example, 

break – broke – broken: 
– He broke his arm in a climbing accident. (past simple) 
– Somebody has broken the window. (past participle – present perfect) 
When was the window broken? (past participle – passive) 
f) Grammar games 
• 'The Weak Chain' – to define the winner; 
• To give the wrong sentence deliberately for the students to correct (e.g. 

He slept at 9 a.m.) 
• Guess, what tense is it? 



10 ДІМАНТ Г.С. 

g) Grammar work while working with the texts 
Any sentence containing tense forms is taken from the text and students 

start transforming it into various tenses, passive voice, different types of ques-
tions, affirmative, negative sentences etc. 

                    e.g. They were laughing at him. (basic sentence) 
– They were not laughing at him.                                   negative sentence 
– Were they laughing at him?                            general question 
– Who was laughing?  direct question 
– Why were they laughing at him?  special question 
– He was being laughed at.  passive voice 
– They laugh at him all the time.  present simple 
– They have just laughed at him.  present perfect 
– They laughed at him yesterday.  past simple 
– They will laugh at him tomorrow.  future indefinite 
– They had been laughing at him before we came. past perfect con-

tinuous 
– I don't know why they are laughing at him all the time.   embedded 

question 
This work will help students orientate in the intricate world of English 

grammar. 

h) Composition of a small story in some tenses 
The text is made up in the Present Continuous tense. The story is read by 

the student and the rest of the group can ask questions in the same tense 
which you will see below. The same work can be done in other tenses. 

We are driving to the gas station to fill the tank of our car. The worker is 
taking the hose and filling the tank with fuel. I am giving money for the ser-
vice. My wife is always grumbling if I overpay. We are driving now along the 
road and it is raining heavily. I am listening to the pleasant music over the 
radio and my wife is sleeping. 

• Where are you traveling? 
• How fast are you driving? 
• How much money are you giving? 
• Why is your wife always grumbling? 
• What kind of music are you listening over the radio? 
• Who is filling the tank? 
i) Substitution and multiple choice tests 
The students change the verbs to the necessary form, or choose only one 

verb out of 4 or 5 given in the test: 
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e.g. We… (to go) to the gas station now. (Fill in the gap) 
We… (to go) to the gas station now. 
a) go   b) is going   c) has gone  d) are going   e) went 
j) Sentences for translation 
Try to select sentences for the translation with the corresponding terminology: 
Economic department:      The director is signing a contract to get a 

longterm credit. 
Political science dpt:         The protesting students are sitting on the 

ground singing a song. 
Law Department:               The judge is reading out the claim from 

the enterprise.  
Social workers:               The building of the Pension Fund is         

being built now. 
Ecological department:       Wastes are being dumped into the river.  
Computer technologies:      He is upgrading his computer. 
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k) Comparative classification of English tenses 
 

  Present  
Continuous 

Present  
Indefinite 

Present  
Perfect 

 Present Per-
fect Continuous 

  
  
Affirma-
tive 
  
  

I am going to the 
office now. 
He is drinking cof-
fee now. 
You are standing in 
the street now. 
She is watching TV 
now. 
They are dreaming 
now. 
It is raining now. 

I go to the office 
every morning. 
He drinks coffee 
every day. 
You stand in the 
street every day. 
She watches TV 
every evening. 
They dream every 
day. 
It rains every night. 

I have just 
gone to the 
office. 
He has al-
ready drunk 
coffee. 
You have just 
stood in the 
street. 
She has just 
watched TV. 
They have just 
dreamed. 
It has just 
rained. 

I have been going 
to the office for 2 
days. 
He has been 
drinking tea for 1 
year. 
You have been 
standing for 5 
min. 
She has been 
watching TV for 2 
hrs. 
They have been 
dreaming since 
their childhood. 
It has been rain-
ing since morn-
ing. 

  
  
  
Nega-
tive 
  
  
  

I am not going to 
the office now. 
He is not drinking 
coffee now. 
You are not stand-
ing in the street 
now. 
She is not watching 
TV now. 
  

I don’t go to the 
office every morn-
ing. 
He doesn’t drink 
coffee every morn-
ing. 
You don’t stand in 
the street every 
day. 
 

I haven’t gone 
to the office 
yet. 
He hasn ’ t 
drunk coffee 
yet. 
You haven’t 
stood in the 
street yet. 
  

I haven’t been 
going to the office 
for… 

He hasn’t been 
drinking tea for … 

You haven’t been 
standing for… 

She hasn’t been 
watching TV for… 
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  Present  
Continuous 

Present  
Indefinite 

Present  
Perfect 

 Present Per-
fect Continuous 

  
  
  
N e g a -
tive 
  
  
  

They are not 
dreaming now. 
It is not raining now. 
We are not break-
ing the wall now. 
  

She doesn’t watch 
TV every evening. 
They don’t dream 
every day. 
It doesn’t rain every 
night. 
We don’t break the 
walls. 

She hasn’t 
watched TV 
yet. 
They haven’t 
dreamed yet. 
It hasn’t rained 
yet. 
We haven’t 
broken the 
walls yet.  

They haven’t 
been dreaming 
for… 

It hasn’t been 
raining since 
morning. 
We haven’t been 
breaking… 

  

  
  
  
General 
question 
  

Am I going to the 
office now? 

Is he drinking coffee 
now? 

Are you standing in 
the street now? 

Is she watching TV 
now? 

Are they dreaming 
now? 

Is it raining now? 

Are we breaking the 
wall now? 

  
  

Do I go to the office 
every day? 

Does he drink cof-
fee every morning? 

Do you stand in the 
street every day? 

Do they dream 
every day? 

Does she watch TV 
every evening? 

Does it rain every 
night? 

Do we break the 
walls? 

  

Have I gone to 
the office? 

Has he al-
ready drunk 
coffee? 

H a v e  y o u 
stood in the 
street? 

Have they 
dreamed? 

H a s  s h e 
watched TV? 

Has it rained? 

Have we bro-
ken the walls? 

  

Have I been go-
ing to the office 
for…? 

Has he been 
drinking tea for 2 
years? 

Have you been 
standing in the 
street for 10 
min.? 

Have they been 
dreaming for…? 

Has she been 
watching TV for 3 
hrs? 

Has it been rain-
ing for 3 days? 

Have we been 
breaking the 
walls?  
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  Present  
Continuous 

Present  
Indefinite 

Present  
Perfect 

 Present Per-
fect Continuous 

  
  
 Special 
question 

Why am I going to 
the office now? 

What is he drinking 
now? 

Where are you 
standing now? 

Why is she watch-
ing TV now? 

Where are they 
dreaming now? 

Why is it raining 
now? 

Where are we 
breaking the wall 
now? 

Where do I go 
every day? 

What does he drink 
every morning? 

Where do you 
stand every day? 

Why does she 
watch TV every 
evening? 

What do they 
dream about? 

Where does it rain? 

Where do we break 
the walls? 

Where have I 
gone? 

What has he 
already drunk? 

Where have 
you stood? 

What has she 
watched on 
TV? 

What have 
they dreamed 
about? 

Where has it 
rained? 

Where have 
we broken the 
walls? 

How long have I 
been going to 
the…? 

How long has he 
been drinking 
tea? 

How long have 
you been stand-
ing? 

How long has she 
been watching 
TV? 

How long have 
they been dream-
ing? 

How long has it 
been raining? 

How long have 
we been break-
ing? 

The same tables are made up for each category of tenses. 


